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During 15-22.05.2021, surveys of the Dalmatian Pelican were conducted in the Danube region of 
Ukraine - the Danube Lakes, in the area of the Kiliya mouth of the Danube and on the lake Sasyk, 
which is hydrologically connected with the Kiliya mouth. 
 
Particular attention was paid to areas where Dalmatian Pelicans have been observed in recent years.  
 
A DJI Mavic 2 Zoom quadcopter was used to search for pelicans in some areas. Survey of open 
areas and waters was carried out using binoculars and a telescope. 
 
Car and walk counts on the lake Sasyk were held on 15.05.2021 and 22.05.2021, on the Danube 
Lakes - 16-18.05.2021, in the area of Stentsivsko-Zhebriyanivske floodplains - 18.05.2021. Counts 
from a boat were conducted on Ermakov island on 19.05.2021, and from a boat on 20-21.05.2021 
in the coastal part of the Danube Delta. 
 
During the survey, all major wetlands – lake Kitaj, lake Yalpug, lake Katlabukh, lake Cahul, lake 
Kugurlui, lake Lung were covered. Due to bad weather, some of the islands were not surveyed - 
Great Daller, and Little Daller, as well as Tataru island. But the results of previous years show that 
these areas are rarely used by pelicans. The coastal spit of the Kiliya Delta - Nova Zemlya Spit, 
Taranova Spit and Durny Bay (corner) also remained unexplored. But we can assume that the 
pelicans did not use these areas during exposed to the storm during the count, but moved to the 
channel part where they were conducted the census. 
 
During the survey, the number of birds and habitat distribution were recorded.  
The areas where the birds were observed are showed on a map (Fig. 1). 
 

 

 
 A total of 83 birds were registered in the period 15-22.05.2021 (Table 1). The largest number 
of birds was observed on the lake Lung, which is part of the lake Katlabuh system. The birds rested 
on the reeds thickets near one of the islands (Fig. 2). 



 

 
 
 We hope that in the future under certain conditions, birds can occupy the site for nesting. 
Significant flocks of birds were also observed in the Kuril shoals (Musura Bay), the mouth of the 
Sarostambulsky, the mouth of the Gneushev and Ankudinovo arms of the Danube as well as the 
lake Sasyk. It should be noted that 8 birds were observed in the upper reaches of the lake Sasyk on 

the island in the colony of the great cormorant  and Yellow-legged gulls 

 (Fig. 3). 
 

 

 



 
The island may potentially become another breeding area for the species.  
 
During the surveys we have visited potential breeding habitats for the Dlamatian Pelican. E.g. 

Sandy island on the Lake Kugurlui, where individual pairs nested until recently. However in 2020 
and 2021 no breeding was recorded. The most probable reason could be the fire that has burned 
down the vegetation on the island where birds nested in 2019-2020. 

 

Sasyk lake Upper Sasyk 15.05.2021 7 Flying  

Sasyk lake Sandy bar 15.05.2021 1 Roosting 

Danube Lakes 
of Kugurlui an 
Yalpug  

Dam between the 
lakes 

17.05.2021 3 Foraging on water on 
Kugurlui side 

Katlabuh lake 
marshes  

Lake Lung 18.05.2021 24 Roosting  

Danube 
Biosphere 
Reserve 

Ochakovsky mouth 19.05.2021 1 Flying  

Danube 
Biosphere 
Reserve 

Ermakov Island 19.05.2021 1 Foraging  

Danube 
Biosphere 
Reserve 

Starostambulsky 
mouth 

20.05.2021 11 Small groups of 1, 1, 3 
and 6 individuals foraging 
along the arm  

Danube 
Biosphere 
Reserve  

Kuril shoals 
(Musura bay) 

20.05.2021 11 Foraging and roosting 

Danube 
Biosphere 
Reserve 

Vostochniy mouth 20.05.2021 1 Flying  

Danube 
Biosphere 
Reserve 

Anankin kut 20.05.2021 4 Foraging  

Danube 
Biosphere 
Reserve 

Bystroe mouth 21.05.2021 2 Foraging  

Danube 
Biosphere 
Reserve 

Gneushev and 
Ankudinovo moth 

21.05.2021 7 Foraging  

Danube 
Biosphere 
Reserve 

Belgorodske mouth 21.05.2021 2 Flying  

Sasyk lake  Island at Trapovka 
village  

22.05.2021 8 Roosting on the island  

 

 
 


